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Maryland  Members at NSBA 
 
Maryland board members journeyed to Boston to take advantage of  the first class professional development 

and information provided at the National School Boards Association Conference. First rate keynote speakers 

and workshops on timely topics made for a worthwhile experience . 

 

MABE officers (L-R) 

Shirley Brandman, 

Secretary; Katie 

Groth, Treasurer; 

Gary Bauer, 

President; and 

Rodger Janssen, 

President-Elect, 

represent Maryland 

during NSBA’s 

Delegate Assembly. 

 

Gary Bauer makes 

sure the Maryland 

sign is properly 

displayed.  

Rodger Janssen 

(Baltimore County) 

and Tracy McGuire 

(Calvert County) 

usually see eye-to-

eye on important 

issues. 

Carl Smith, MABE’s 

Executive Director, 

welcomes members 

to Boston. 

Caroline County 

enjoys time 

together before 

the conference 

starts.  

L-R: Sandi Barry, 

Victoria 

Goldsborough, 

Walter Palmer, 

Khalid Mumin, 

and George 

Abner 

President Gary 

Bauer represents 

Maryland well 

during NSBA’s 

Presidents Walk 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542
https://twitter.com/


Legal Services Association Seminars Successful 

 

Avoiding Legal Pitfalls in Board Meetings, Closed Sessions, and Hearings and Open 

Meetings Act – Closing Legally were recently presented by the Legal Services Association. Several 

board members and MABE staff reprised their ‘bad board member’ roles that played so well at the 

National School Boards Association Conference in Boston. An audience of staff and board members 

learned about common meetings mistakes while being highly entertained.    

L-R: Participants; Eric Schwartz, Carroll County staff attorney; Steve Bounds, MABE; Jamie Cannon, Frederick 

County staff attorney, Dr. Theresa Alban, Frederick superintendent; panel members Tom Carr (Garrett County), 

Gary Bauer (Carroll County), Steve James (MABE), Cathy Allen (St. Mary’s County), and Rodger Janssen 

(Baltimore County) 

Executive Director Search Underway 

 
MABE's Executive Committee met on May 22, 2012, to begin the process of the executive director 

search.  At that time, they discussed the process and developed an initial timeline that would allow them 

to identify the next executive director prior to the MABE Annual Conference, October 3 – 5, 2012. 

 

A survey was sent to all members, requesting input on characteristics and qualities desired in the next 

executive director. Following that, the timeline continues with: 

 

• June 26 – Review Survey information, develop application to be advertised locally and nationally 

through NSBA, AASA, Education Week, PSSAM, and COSA 

• June 26 – Advertise – applications accepted until August 15 

• July 18- Meet with the Board of Directors to develop interview questions for the finalists 

• August 15 – Applications due 

• September 7-8 – Initial interviews 

• September 28 – Finalists interview with the Board of Directors 

 

Questions about the process can be directed to Gary Bauer, MABE president, gwbauer@carrollk12.org. 

 

mailto:gwbauer@carrollk12.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542
https://twitter.com/


MABE concludes two successful searches:  

New superintendents appointed in Garret & Worcester Counties 

  
Worcester County is set to welcome its new public school 

superintendent, just seven months after longtime Superintendent Jon 

Andes announced he would be retiring at the close of the 2011-12 school 

year.  Jerry Wilson, originally of Silver Spring, Md., has served for the 

past six years as superintendent of the Poudre School District in 

Colorado and before that, held the same position in Wyoming and 

Oregon for a total of 18 years in public school leadership. More … 

The Garrett County Board of Education has hired a new  

superintendent, and she’s one of Allegany County’s top school 

administrators. Janet Wilson, chief academic officer for Allegany  

County Public Schools, will start her new job on July 1, said  

Tom Carr, a member of the Garrett County BOE.  

More. … 

MABE Annual Conference planning in full swing 

 

Since January, the Conference Planning Committee has been hard 

at work, ensuring that members annual conference experience will 

be the best yet. Brochures have been sent to board offices, and 

online registration will open soon.  

 

Of special interest will be keynote addresses by Maryland’s new 

state superintendent Dr. Lillian Lowery, and author Jeanne Meister, 

co-author of The 20/20 Workplace. 

Have you joined the Book Club yet? 

 

After her keynote address, author Jeanne Meister will 

conduct a workshop exclusively for conference goers 

who obtained the book and a ticket through MABE. 

Complete details available on the website. 

http://www.delmarvanow.com/article/20120524/OPINION/205240410/Our-View-Worcester-s-superintendent-search-over
http://times-news.com/latest_news/x1901562675/Garrett-County-hires-new-school-superintendent
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/pressrelease_details/2012_04_20
http://jeannemeister.com/
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/2012-Book-Club-ad-one-pager.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542
https://twitter.com/


At its June board of education meeting in Towson, Baltimore 

County received recognition from MABE for their Risk 

Management Incentive submission.  

 

Baltimore County was one of three members of MABE’s Group 

Insurance Pool that participated in the Risk Management 

Incentive program, completing the extensive application. The 

school system addressed 22 separate risk management 

elements demonstrating how they are controlling their risks and 

helping to reduce their insurance costs.  

 

For their efforts, Baltimore County achieved the highest rating 

and was awarded $160,179. MABE’s Deputy Executive Director 

Steve James spoke briefly about MABE’s Group Insurance 

Pool and the commitment to help members develop sound risk 

management programs to reduce their costs.  

 

Board member David Uhlfelder was presented the award, and 

spoke about Baltimore County’s commitment to manage its 

risks and to create safe learning environments. Mr. Uhlfelder  

also recognized the Risk Management Department staff that 

submitted the incentive, who in turn thanked the many 

departments in Baltimore County that had contributed to their 

submission. 

 

Baltimore County awarded for Risk Management successes  

L-R: Baltimore County board member 

and pool trustee David Uhlfelder; Steve 

James, MABE; BCPS Risk Manager 

Patrick Hancock and BCPS Risk 

Management Specialist Michael Howie. 

MABE’s 

Deputy 

Director 

Steve James 

congratulates 

Baltimore 

County for 

their risk 

management 

success. 

In the news 
 
Have you already seen these news items? You must like MABE’s Facebook page and Twitter feed!  

  

Maryland public schools cited as one reason Maryland is best 

 

State school board looking into concussion injuries Caroline County to use solar power in 3 schools 

 

Interim state superintendent Dr. Sandusky appointed to new position 

 

Baltimore County teaches business and finance Maryland 1 of 8 states granted ESEA flexibility 

 

Epi-pens now required in Maryland school buildings 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542
http://t.co/oygq42p3
http://t.co/8MFCwzoF
http://t.co/mL2SM6kg
http://t.co/xHmKwwN3
http://t.co/8LyDUnNO
http://t.co/Rfx9lsgP
http://t.co/Dqjd9AuX
http://t.co/Dqjd9AuX
http://t.co/Dqjd9AuX


Busy Spring for the Boardsmanship Academy  

 

MABE at UMBC - Dr. Freeman Hrabowski, President of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

(UMBC), graciously extended an invitation to host this Boardsmanship Academy focusing on a variety of 

programs at the prestigious UMBC campus. Participants heard from Dr. Hrabowski about what students 

are learning and doing and about the staff philosophy as to what ‘college readiness’ really means. In 

addition, several department heads and students discussed UMBC’s highly innovative programs that 

involve students in public schools, such as the Choice Program, a nationally recognized, community 

based, family centered approach to delinquency prevention and youth development, and the highly 

acclaimed K-16 outreach initiatives that place graduate and undergraduate students in some of 

Maryland’s public schools. After presentations, participants were treated to a tour of several campus sites 

such as the highly innovative Alvin O. Kuhn library.  

Are You as Smart as a 3rd Grader? – Andrew Pruski, Baltimore County’s Supervisor of Assessments, 

and member of the Anne Arundel Board of Education, led participants through the various types of 

assessments students are subject to today. Sample test questions were presented, along with a 

discussion of what questions board members need to be asking about assessments and accountability.  

Above, L-R: Tour of the library; David Stone (Baltimore City); Dr. Hrabowski; Amber Waller and Henry Armwood, 

(Prince George’s County) 

Above, L-R: Andrew Pruski; Walter Palmer (Caroline),Henry Armwood (Prince George’s County), 

Solon Webb (Anne Arundel County); Andrew Pruski 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542
https://twitter.com/


Nominations open until July 6, 2012 
 
Is a current or former member of your school board deserving of MABE’s highest honor? 

 

The Charles W. Willis Award represents recognition by peers of 

outstanding service at the local and state level. The award, 

established in memory of MABE's first executive director, is limited 

to a single honoree annually.   

 

The award committee, made up of current board members from 

around the state, will meet in July to determine the 2012 recipient. 

Their decision will be based on the following criteria: 

 

• Demonstrates keen understanding of his/her responsibilities as 

a board member in the formulation of policy and the 

establishment of sound educational programs 

• Works affirmatively to foster improved student achievement 

• Works proactively to foster community engagement with all 

education stakeholders 

• Devotes personal time, effort, and skill to promote the goals of 

public education 

• Accepts and fulfills the responsibilities of a board member by 

working collaboratively with board and staff and adhering to 

high ethical standards 

• Values diversity by advocating for the educational needs of all 

children 

 

Nomination forms were sent to board offices and board presidents 

in late March, and will be available on the website until nominations 

close on July 6, 2012. 

 

As a board, please consider nominating a current or former 

Maryland school board member for this highest honor. 

Please contact Carl Smith, Executive Director, csmith@mabe.org or 

410-841-5414, for further information. 

Top: 2011 recipient, Jerrelle Francois, 

Baltimore City 

Middle: 2010 recipient, Bill Phalen, Calvert 

County 

Bottom: 2009 recipient, Pat O’Neill, 

Montgomery County  

 
Charles W. Willis 

http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Willis-Award-Request-for-Nominations.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/charles-w-willis-memorial-award/


MABE’s Partnership Services 

 

MABE partners with select companies, providing member districts the services that enable them to operate more 

efficiently, offer benefits to staff, or generate revenue. MABE Partnership Services contribute to the mission of serving 

and supporting Maryland boards of education. Is your school system aware of the opportunities?  Visit our website or 

click on a logo below to learn more about our partners. 

 

 

 

 

Has your school system joined BuyBoard yet? 

 

BuyBoard is an online purchasing cooperative designed to streamline the purchasing process and help its 

members make confident buying decisions. By combining purchasing power, BuyBoard members are able 

to leverage better pricing from vendors they may already use. With a wide variety of products and vendors 

to source, the Cooperative is saving members time and money—not only from the price of the products but 

also from the convenience and efficiency created in procuring products. 

 

For more information about BuyBoard, contact Sandi Barry at MABE, sbarry@mabe.org. 

http://www.mabe.org/services/partnership-services/
http://www.absolute.com/
http://www.tasb.org/services/cooperative_purchasing/index.aspx
http://www.hfsbenefits.com/
http://ing.us/individuals/products-services/life-insurance
http://www.bobmccloskey.com/
http://www.capellatax.com/
http://www.milestonecommunications.com/
http://www4.performancematters.com/web/
http://www.boarddocs.com/
http://www.nsba.org/Services/BuyBoard
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maryland-Association-of-Boards-of-Education/157750524270542
https://twitter.com/

